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The Truth shall set you 
free 
As the dawning light of the new 

millennium enfolds our planet it is 

unveiling the many ways we, the 

peoples of all cultures and nations, 

have traditionally been clothing the 

concept of Truth. It further reveals 

how - through time - the light and 

essence of Truth, slowly dimmed as it 

would splinter into many different 

interpretations, each being draped and 

formed around a teacher or leader and 

each fraction demanding to be 

recognised as the only true. In the 

increasingly dense fog of bickering 

and grandstanding, at times resulting 

in outright war-fare and unspeakable 

atrocities in the name of righteousness, 

any sincere search for truth and 

meaning would retreat to its seat 

within the heart of the human being – 

there continuing its alert listening and 

searching for any true signs of the 

Coming One.   

While the ferocious bickering 

and war faring continued to involve 

countless generations through the 

centuries, and the ways and means of 

‘persuasion’ became more and more 

sophisticated and deadly, humanity 

was also slowly being brought closer 

to one another through ever more 

sophisticated means of 

communication. Today, wherever we 

may live, we will know when a bullet 

is fired; wherever hunger and disease 

is ravaging; where manipulators are 

hiding, and where land and livelihood 

is stolen or confiscated by those who 

have the power and inclination to do 

so. We are also witnessing how a 

rapidly increasing number of human 

beings are standing up for the rights of 

peoples within all nations, as well as 

the rights of all other lifeforms, 

including the planet itself. We are 

reaching out to one another and 

uniting beyond all boundaries to offer 

assistance and alleviate suffering, 

wherever and in whatever way we 

can. 

Although responses may differ 

we, as indeed all other life forms 

within the entire planetary 

environment, seem to awaken to the 

ground-breaking importance of the 

time we live in. While old habits die 

hard, and ‘truth’ continues to be 

formed into bullets containing a lethal 

mix of fact, fear and fiction, we are 

also beginning to lower our protective 

shields as we realise that an entire new 

season is, irreversibly, arriving. We, 

the people within the unity of nations, 

are earnestly seeking the place within 

ourselves in which we can see more 

clearly the Whole and all parts within 

It. Doors are opening, hearts are 

listening, and will-to-good is replacing 

the sense of hopelessness, fear and 

confusion.   

We are realising that Truth is 

not a static condition and cannot - 

indeed will not - be imprisoned by 

words.  

The physical home of Truth is 

the heart, which with every beat 

sustains all living beings.  It is the 
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single eye of Heart which will teach us 

to see the whole and learn truly to 

embrace and nurture each and every 

part within it.  

Truth will come alive through 

being lived. 

 
Gita Brooke, Many to Many, July 2018 

  

"This is the time of the great 
shift in human consciousness 
that must precede the building 
of a new world.”  

atreeoflight.org  
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Silence at the United 
Nations 

 

We all have within us a center of stillness 

surrounded by silence    Dag Hammarskjold 

 

There is a long history of working with 

silence at the United Nations. This is 

perhaps best illustrated by the small 

Meditation Room, located in a corner of 

the public foyer of UN Headquarters in 

New York. The Room, opened in 

October 1952, was designed by 

Secretary-General Hammarskjold 

(author of the diary of spiritual 

writings, Markings) who carefully 

supervised every detail of its creation.  

“This house, dedicated to work 

and debate in the service of peace”, 

Hammarskjold wrote, “should have 

one room dedicated to silence in the 

outward sense and stillness in the inner 

sense. It has been the aim to create in 

this small room a place where the doors 

may be open to the infinite lands of 

thought and prayer.”   

The UN Charter, in Article 1 of 

the first Chapter, outlines the Purposes 

of the organization: maintaining 

international peace and security; 

developing friendly relations among 

nations based on respect for the 

principle of equal rights and self-

determination of peoples; co-operating 

in solving international economic, 

social, cultural and humanitarian 

problems; and, especially important, to 

be a centre “for harmonizing the 

actions of nations in the attainment of 

these common ends.” Even in the most 

difficult of times, such as the present, 

these purposes continue to stir the 

conscience of people of goodwill 

around the world. In spite of ‘ups and 

downs’ in member governments 

loyalty to these goals, in its 80 year 

history, the UN has been, and 

continues to be, the primary space 

where energy is invested in molding 

human affairs around universal 

spiritual principles on a global scale.    

It is in the silence that is to be 

found at the center of stillness at the 

heart of our being that the purposes, 

principles and ideals outlined in the 

Charter can be experienced in their 

interior depth and livingness. This is 

significant because truly 

transformative change flows from the 

reorientation towards higher values 

that follows an encounter with this 

level of Being.  

Speaking to the American 

Association of the United Nations 

Association in September 1953, 

Hammarskjold spoke of this 

reorientation in terms of “influencing 

the development of the world from 

within”: 

 

In the classical Chinese collection. 

of poetic philosophy, ascribed to 

Tao-Tse-Tung, it is said somewhere 

that whoever wants to grip the 

world and shape it will fail, because 

the world is a spiritual thing that 

cannot be shaped. … The history of 

mankind is made by man, but men 

partly make it blindly. No one can 

foresee with certainty what will 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3946542?v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3946542?v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3946542?v=pdf
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emerge from the give and take of 

the forces at work in any age. For 

that reason history often seems to 

run its course beyond the reach of 

any man or nation. We cannot 

mould the world as masters of a 

material thing. Columbus did not 

reach the East Indies. But we can 

influence the development of the 

world from within as a spiritual 

thing 

Spiritual Caucus at the UN 

 

The United Nations today has become 

a space where governments, civil 

society networks, movements and 

organisations, professional 

associations, academics, and business 

representatives from across the globe 

meet, to negotiate and plan, and at 

times to resist, paths towards a more 

cooperative and just world. There have 

always been individuals and 

movements from all these sectors that 

have seen this path as one of 

influencing the world from within, as 

a spiritual being.   

The Spiritual Caucus at the 

United Nations emerged out of 

discussions amongst various Non-

Governmental Organization 

representatives wishing to meditate 

together as a group to serve the 

spiritual work of the UN.  As a caucus 

of NGO’s in formal relationship with 

he UN, members began to meet for 

silence as a group in November 2000, 

originally gathering in meeting rooms 

at UN Headquarters in New York.  On 

the first and third Thursday of the 

month, meetings continued up until 

COVID times, at or near the UN 

Headquarters in New York City. 

Today, participants gather subjectively 

and online (September - June) on the 

third Thursday every month for 30 

minutes of silence followed by 30 

minutes of dialogue, sharing insights 

and exploring ways to use an inner 

focus in service of the work of the UN. 

On the first Thursday of the month, 

the Spiritual Caucus joins with similar 

meditation-based groups, gathering in 

the Meditation Room at UN HQ for 

shared silence in support of the aims 

of the UN. All who hold UN security 

passes are welcome to join for 10 

minutes or more for these gatherings 

in the Meditation Room. For 

information about joining ZOOM 

meetings write to: 

spiritualcaucusUN@gmail.com   

Unitive Cluster 

 

Many other groupings of organisations 

and individuals from UN affiliated 

NGO’s now share a spiritual focus in 

their work to support and serve the 

UN’s mission. These include the 

Unitive Cluster which was officially 

recognised in 2022 as a ‘Major Group’ 

of civil society stakeholders actively 

working at the UN to advance the 

sustainable development agenda. 

Centered in an understanding of “the 

unitive nature of all beings, which is 

coherent with most religious and 

spiritual teachings”, the Unitive 

Cluster gives particular attention to 

“advances in science that confirm the 

holistic integrity of life on earth.” The 

http://www.spiritualcaucusun.org/home.html
http://www.spiritualcaucusun.org/home.html
mailto:spiritualcaucusUN@gmail.com
https://sdgthoughtleaderscircle.org/the-unitive-cluster-at-the-un/
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Cluster seeks to bring awareness of 

“the reality of global 

interdependencies” into its work to 

accelerate progress on the Sustainable 

Development Goals. “We recognize 

that unity is not merely a utopian 

aspiration: Unity is the existential 

reality of our interdependent, 

interlinked world.”   

Many to Many readers may like 

to watch a YouTube recording of a  

Unitive Cluster webinar held in 

support of International Day of Peace 

in September 2025 on the theme: ‘Are 

We Working Deeply Enough for 

Global Transformation?’. Speakers 

included the Permanent representative 

to the UN for St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines, Ambassador I. Rhonda 

King, and William Keepin, President 

of Satya Institute, Co-Founder of 

Gender Reconciliation International, 

and author of Divine Duality: The Power 

of reconciliation Between Women and 

Men.   

Other Silence Affirming Networks at 

the UN 

 

Today there are a number of universal 

spiritually based networks active at 

the UN, and often drawing on periods 

of silence, prayer and meditation. In 

addition to the various networks of 

Religious and faith-based NGO’s (see 

the Committee of Religious NGOs at 

the United Nations) ; prominent 

networks include the NGO Committee 

on Spirituality, Values and Global 

Concerns and the International Day of 

Yoga Committee at the UN. Well 

known NGO’s that are especially 

active at the UN include the Brahma 

Kumaris United Nations Office, 

Findhorn Community at the United 

Nations,  Bahá’í International 

Community United Nations Offices. 

One meditation-based initiative, 

featuring the Great Invocation that 

appears in every issue of Many to 

Many, is World Goodwill’s Cycle of 

Conferences Initiative which invites 

anyone familiar with an esoteric 

approach to meditation to visualize 

seeds of ‘living will energy’ being 

planted in the heart of thoughtforms 

under construction at major UN 

conferences. In November the Cycle 

group will be working with the Second 

UN World Summit for Social 

Development in Doha, November 4 – 6 

and the COP30, UN Climate Change 

Conference, Belém, Brazil, November 

10 – 21.  

 

Steve Nation  Co-worker PTU 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99flKbmT_qA
https://rngos.wordpress.com/
https://rngos.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/csvgcny
https://www.facebook.com/csvgcny
https://www.facebook.com/csvgcny
https://www.facebook.com/YogaDayCommittee/
https://www.facebook.com/YogaDayCommittee/
https://un.brahmakumaris.org/
https://un.brahmakumaris.org/
https://www.findhorn.org/united-nations-findhorn-foundation-trust
https://www.findhorn.org/united-nations-findhorn-foundation-trust
https://www.bic.org/offices/united-nations
https://www.bic.org/offices/united-nations
https://www.lucistrust.org/world_goodwill/world_goodwill_homepage/cycle_conferences
https://www.lucistrust.org/world_goodwill/world_goodwill_homepage/cycle_conferences
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Contemplation 
 Let us enter this quiet space—where 

the Soul speaks in silence and the 

Personality awakens in realization…    

 

We stand at the threshold of a higher 

Reality— 

Not distant, but near; not hidden but 

waiting. 

The realm of the Soul is not elsewhere, 

It lives within us, surrounds us, and 

moves through us— 

a presence woven into the fabric of our 

being, 

awaiting recognition through the eyes 

of the awakened heart. 

~ 

Let this higher resonance carry you 

forward— 

into your day, into your service, into 

the New World soon. 
atreeoflight.org 
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Breaking the Endless 
Cycle of War 
 

As members of the human family, 

we are bound together by the 

shared heartbeat of our existence.  

Yet, from the mists of time we 

have been divided by conflicts 

over land and resources, 

ideologies, and legacies.  

Underlying our incessant wars 

has been a deeply ingrained 

mindset which holds that our 

gains must come at the expense of 

others.  This archaic worldview 

has shaped our history and 

continues to fuel current battles, 

tearing nations and peoples apart 

and leaving deep scars upon the 

earth and upon our souls.   

Almost the entirety of 

recorded history revolves around 

the cycles of war and the 

conquests that have shaped and 

reshaped civilizations, borders, 

and societies.  The aftermath of 

war leaves staggering destruction 

and loss of life, along with 

emotional wounds that 

generations struggle to heal.  As 

brutal as the war itself, the 

aftermath often brings economic 

collapse, famine, displaced 

populations, and social divisions 

that linger long after the fighting 

ceases.  

Our collective history exposes a 

pattern of human behavior 

marked by relentless conflict and 

struggle.  But there is now 

encouraging news:  many people 

around the globe are becoming 

aware of humanity’s nobler 

instincts and higher potentials 

and they have begun to chart an 

approach to life that nullifies 

violence.  

The question now facing us 

collectively is how to learn from 

the past and break free of the 

ingrained pattern that has 

perpetuated endless cycles of 

war.   

Despite the dark chapters 

that predominate in the story of 

the human race, the record also 

reveals the resilience of the 

human spirit:  the capacity to 

rebuild, to achieve justice, and to 

forge pathways of understanding.    

Humanity stands at a 

crossroads.  We have the power 

to reject our inheritance of mutual 

destruction and build, instead, a 

future based on mutual 

understanding, respect, and 

cooperation.  This possibility rests 

on potentials of our species that 

have been largely untapped until 

now:  an active willingness to 

listen, a capacity for forgiveness, 

the aspiration to reach across 

human divides, and the 

awareness that no group or 

nation thrives when others suffer.  

The idea that war is an 

inevitable facet of life has been 

the prevailing belief of humanity 

up until the present.  This belief 
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can be dissolved by dismantling 

the age-old paradigm that taught 

us to fear one another and 

replacing it with the truth of the 

essential unity of the human race, 

a view of life that cultivates 

compassion and love.  A shift in 

worldviews could be accelerated 

by teaching ourselves and our 

children that strength is found 

not in conquest, but in kindness.  

The journey toward 

genuine peace begins with 

mutual respect reflected in the 

way we speak to each other, the 

way we resolve differences, and 

our courage to stand for justice 

without vengeance.  Human 

beings are not born as enemies.  

In the greater scheme of things, 

we are neighbours; we are family.  

By replacing fear with curiosity, 

division with dialogue, and 

conflict with collaboration we can 

begin to pave the way toward a 

world at peace.  

A source of hope for 

fostering this change in 

consciousness lies with strong 

and compassionate leaders.  They 

have the power to influence the 

way their societies view diversity.  

By promoting inclusiveness, they 

can create environments where 

differences are appreciated rather 

than feared, where diversity is 

seen not as a threat but a strength, 

and where conflict can be 

resolved in a spirit of truth, justice 

and reconciliation.   

In the case of Syria, the 

new leadership has held up these 

qualities as paramount for the 

rebirth of the country.  If the goals 

enshrined in the new democratic 

constitution are realized, they will 

transform the nation, along with 

its relationship to the region and 

the world. The stated goal of the 

new government is to replace a 

chronic condition of conflict and 

war with a system of governance 

that unifies, based on equality, 

justice, and goodwill toward all 

groups.   

The transformation of 

Syria from a dictatorship to a 

nation in pursuit of democracy, in 

a matter of months, is surely 

unprecedented in human history.   

The global community is 

watching closely to see how the 

leadership of Ahmed al-Sharaa 

evolves and whether his policies 

will end the centuries of 

oppression and bloodshed in his 

country.  If the new government 

succeeds, it will not only serve as 

a model for post-war 

reconstruction efforts in other 

parts of the world, it will bear 

testimony to the power of 

inclusiveness, transparency, 

cooperation, and goodwill to 

transform a country from a 

hellscape of war to a haven of 

peace. 
https://newfaceofsyria.org/breaking-

the-endless-cycle-of-war/ 

New Face of Syria 

https://newfaceofsyria.org  

https://newfaceofsyria.org/breaking-the-endless-cycle-of-war/
https://newfaceofsyria.org/breaking-the-endless-cycle-of-war/
https://newfaceofsyria.org/
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On Our Way To The 
Promised Land! 

 

It's a beautiful fall day here on the East 

Coast—sun shining, warmth lingering 

as we move toward the cooler season. At 

the same time, we're watching more 

horrors unfold in California: fires, then 

torrential rains, flooding, and land being 

washed away because the very trees that 

would hold and drink that water have 

been burned. What we are living 

through is not just "random events," 

but part of a much larger war between 

dark and light, good and evil, old and 

new, destruction and creation. The 

forces of the old and destructive are 

doing everything they can—very 

concretely in our 3D world—to suppress 

anything that would move us forward: 

science, renewable technologies, 

advanced engineering, breakthroughs in 

health and consciousness. Their aim is 

not only to halt progress, but to erase 

our knowledge of how to create, both 

physically and energetically. 

And yet, this is precisely why I 

titled this deep dive "On Our Way to the 

Promised Land." We made a promise—to 

ourselves and to all involved in this 

Earth project—to create a new world, a 

new Earth, a new way. For that to 

happen, there must be an ending, a 

transmuting, a "death" of outdated 

aspects of ourselves: our psycho-

emotional bodies, our patterns of living 

under the oppression of a very small 

group of power-holders. Throughout 

history they've worn many costumes—

kings, emperors, popes, conquerors, 

generals—but the pattern has been the 

same: the few oppressing the many. 

Now we have the power, 

knowledge, and possibility to change 

the game itself—to shift the very pillars 

of human exploration into a completely 

new paradigm. This doesn't mean we 

suddenly become perfect beings, floating 

in a constant exalted state. It means we 

become humans who are no longer choosing 

and acting from the low, primal, destructive 

aspects of human nature. That requires 

deep alchemical work: transmuting and 

evolving the lower chakra aspects of our 

psycho-emotional and physio-energetic 

being, right down to the DNA. Going to 

the root, unlatching where these patterns 

have been fixated in our lives. As those 

roots are transformed in the individual, 

threads are literally pulled from the 

collective tapestry so the entire pattern 

can be rewoven into a new picture. 

This old way—the exploration 

we've been undertaking for the last 10–

15,000 years or more—is ending. It is 

unsustainable. Where there is no growth 

or change, there is death. This pattern 

must die, and it will die. Everything you 

do for your own transfiguration and 

transmutation directly assists the 

emergence of the new game, the new 

vision, the new tapestry of Earth. There 

is a transpersonal line between your 

personal challenges and the larger 

evolutionary shift. 

We see this clearly in areas that 

are now being exposed, such as the 

revelations around Epstein and the 

attempts in some quarters to normalize 

what is, at its core, abuse of the young. 
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Many of us have known the abuse of our 

young, trusting, needing, expecting 

selves—the exploitation of our essence 

and beauty. As we face and transform 

our own experiences of emotional, 

physical, mental, energetic, or spiritual 

abuse, this aspect of human nature can 

finally end. It can die. It will no longer be 

required territory for the human species 

to explore. 

At the same time, we are seeing 

powerful signs of forward movement!  

Before recent legislation reopened the 

government, we were already sensing 

and witnessing countless ways people 

were gathering to help one another—

sharing food, clothing, household and 

pet supplies, supporting those whose 

assistance had been cut off, or who were 

crushed by rising prices. This echoes an 

ancient pattern: when there were 

marauders or oppressive rulers, people 

would return to the basics—tending 

their families, land, and local 

communities. That is happening again, 

and it is what must happen for our 

future …  coming together, feeling for 

those beyond our immediate circle, 

recognizing that we are one human 

family! 

The horrors and pressures of this 

time are driving us back to our roots, to 

the core principles of constructive, 

beautiful human nature so we can fortify 

and expand them. We understand that 

pain points are portals—drivers of 

creativity, catalysts for the new. As 

restrictions tighten and freedoms feel 

curtailed, there is simultaneously more 

grassroots gathering, more shared 

ideas, more local involvement. This is 

the deeper purpose behind what looks 

like sheer destruction: to break down 

what must end so new blossoming can 

occur. 

We are entering winter, 

traditionally a time of going inward. 

Even with the busyness of the holidays, 

we have an invitation to do things 

differently—to shift away from 

materialism as our primary language of 

love and care, and toward other forms of 

connection and fulfillment that actually 

endure. As the days shorten and it gets 

dark earlier, we can let this seasonal 

descent draw us back to our 

foundations: what is truly important, 

what is vital, what must not die. Beyond 

politics, beyond red and blue, we are 

choosing forward: choosing community, 

choosing diversity, choosing to care for those 

who cannot care for themselves—humans 

and animals, the vulnerable, the elderly. We 

are on our way to the promised land! 

 

Andrea Regal – U.S. Psycho-Energetic Therapist 

& Owner of Healings Universe. November, 2025 

monthly newsletter (healersuniverse.com).   
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Editor: Permission to share these stories has 
been given by the authors. They form part of a 
short writing course at a local prison. Identities 
have been withheld.  

METH 
 

You run me down and call me all 

kinds of names. 

Can you feel me playing inside your 

brain? 

I AM the devil dressed in white. 

I’ll keep you up all night. 

Now I’ve got you in the trap. 

I’m evil as hell and always down to 

fight. 

I’ll rot you from the inside out while 

you go insane. 

Now share me with your friends so 

that they can feel your pain. 

So, if you’re free of me……………. 

PLEASE………...  

Don’t come back to smoke my crack, 

Cause my name is METH, 

And I’ll always rhyme with DEATH! 

By Neff 

 

The Coast 
 

Growing up out the coast. A small 

village on the West Coast of the North 

Island on State Highway 45. 

As kids we didn’t have a lot, 

hand-me-downs from the older siblings 

and cousins was the norm.   

Jumping out of a tree into a river 

to see who could do the biggest manu, 

making tree huts, shooting cows with 

slingshots, skateboarding around the 

township, playing rugby until dark 

after school, harassing the fish shop 

owner for some free credit on the street 

fighter arcade game whilst ordering a 

dollar eighty worth of crunchies with 

the coins we found in the couch at 

home, was priceless. 

Then came the weekend, yasss 

we could just about do and get away 

with anything as long as we were home 

before our parents got home from the 

pub, which was normally late. 

Going for rides into the city with 

my Aunty Barb and cousin Aaron was 

always something to look forward to as 

that meant KFC was on the menu for 

sure. 

I remember my older brother 

selling me and two of my mates our 

first car at the age of 13 for $50, all three 

of us saved our lunch money so we 

could buy it. 

We pulled up to the servo to put 

our $8.00 in for gas, the servo owner 

looked at us three youngins and 

commented, ‘Weren’t you riding 

skateboards yesterday?’ We didn’t 

think too much of it and my mate 

replied, “Yip”. 

Then just as we were leaving the 

servo the local Police officer just so 

happened to appear from nowhere and 

pulled us over. 

At that moment we knew that 

was going to be the end of that situation 

and could say goodbye to our car. 

I said to my mates, ”Don’t say 

anything, I’ll do the talking ‘OK’.” 
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The Policeman’s first question 

was, “Where did you get this car 

from?”  

And straight away my mate in the back 

seat says, ‘His brother, for $50’. 

I knew once I got home, I was 

gonna get it. 

I’ll never forget that day as that 

was the first encounter with the law 

and the first real hiding I ever got. 

 

My Mum 
 

The wisdom you have is inspiring, the 

fact you tell me things knowing one 

day I’ll understand my purpose. 

 

To be 23 years of age with the vast 

variety of knowledge which I have 

gained all adds up to “My Purpose”.  

The many people plus lessons that I 

have faced felt very irrelevant, but to 

be able to sit in my own thoughts, 

replay a memory and articulately 

speak about it is more than what it 

sounds like, I can speak to a memory 

which is not my own as though it is, 

feel the energy that the memory holds 

and be able to relate to others as 

though I lived it, these things only 

help solidify what I think is true, to be 

true, its incredible to know ones 

capabilities. 

 

My own was obviously the gift I was 

given, I hope to always be 

remembered through my purpose, 

through the teachings I give, the love I 

give, the time I give.  

I want to acknowledge myself of my 

achievements, the people who have 

helped me in anyway shape or form, I 

can only elaborate on individually at 

the least to show my appreciation. 

 

Thanks to you Mumma, I am awake, 

open, free but not free. 

 

Ring! 
 

I’ve never felt the warmth of your 
hand,  
never traced the lines of your face,  

yet somehow,  

I feel you. 

In every quiet moment 

In every heartbeat that leaps when I 

hear your voice 

 

Through the phone 

You reach me 

Your laughter spilling into the room. 

Your words wrapping around me. 

Like sunlight through a window I 

Never want to close. 

 

Each ring is a heartbeat. 

Pulling me nearer 

Each word a doorway I’m aching to 

step through. 

I close my eyes and picture your smile 

as if I could hold it in the palm of my 

hand. 

 

Until then I carry you 

in every cell every letter 

Every whispered good night 

 

I imagine your smile  
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Your small gestures 

The way your laugh will sound  

in the same room as mine 

I trace your face with my thoughts 

Learning you in ways no phone could 

ever hold 

 

Even now sparks fly across the miles 

Little electric reminders 

That you are real 

That what I feel 

Is not just longing 

But love that has already taken root 

Before we even meet 

 

So stay with me here 

Across the glowing line 

Where our hearts have already 

Begun to write a story no distance can 

erase 

 

And I’ll wait, I’ll dream 

And I’ll fall deeper in love with every 

call 

Until the moment comes 

When I can finally hold you 

Not through speakers but for real 

 

Your hand in mine 

Your laugh filling the air 

And every whispered I love you 

Meant only for us 

One day soon the distance will fade 

And I’ll trade the distance 

For your embrace 

The sound of you is enough 

My sweetest place I call home. 

 

By The Rose that Grew from Concrete 
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Editor: Permission has been given to 

reproduce this article. Thank you. 

 

 

The World Peace 
Flame in Ashland 
Goes Solar 

 

When we act locally, there is a global 

significance. I encountered the original 

World Peace Flame Monument in 

Wales by chance in 2015, the sight of 

the flame instantly seared into my 

heart, and I knew I am one with all of 

humanity, it is the symbol of the 

celebration of peace, unity, and 

freedom. I had an unmovable desire to 

bring the World Peace Flame to the 

city of Ashland where I reside. Three 

years later, on September 21, 2018, the 

International Day of Peace, the World 

Peace Flame was lit in the Thalden 

Pavilion, Sustainability Center on the 

Southern Oregon University (SOU) 

campus in Ashland, Oregon joining 

the only other World Peace Flame in 

the United States of America in the 

Civil Rights Museum at the Lorraine 

Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. SOU is 

the first and only university in the 

world to have the iconic World Peace 

Flame installed on campus. 

 

On May 16, 2017, the Ashland Mayor 

and City Council proclaimed Ashland 

as a City of Peace as inspired by the 

Ashland Culture of Peace 

Commission. Ashland became the 

163rd City of Peace and there are 

currently 406 International Cities of 

Peace in six continents in 2024. 

International Cities of Peace is an 

association of citizens, governments, 

and organizations who have by 

proclamation, resolution, or by citizen 

advocacy established their 

communities as official Cities of Peace. 

The official recognition of Ashland as 

an International City of Peace provides 

inspiration for all citizens to create an 

emerging, evolving, living model for 

thriving together as fellow humans. 

 

Ashland as a city of peace is known to 

be innovative and a leader in the 

global community. We are in a global 

climate emergency, and we must 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

while addressing the changes and 

dangers that the climate is already 

presenting at global, regional, and 

local levels. Global leaders are 

beginning to transition from fossil 

fuels to renewable energies. 

 

The sun gives life to all lives on earth. 
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Without the sun, all lives will perish. It 

is the most powerful unifying energy 

and light that unites all lives on earth. 

Recently, as I stood in front of the 

World Peace Flame at the Thalden 

Pavilion, feeling the warmth of the sun 

on my face, knowing every person on 

earth experiences and relates to this 

all-life-giving energy. I was inspired to 

transition the World Peace Flame from 

burning biomass oil to the light that is 

powered by the sun to symbolize unity 

and renewal. 

 

The World Peace Flame in Ashland 

will be the first World Peace Flame in 

the world to transition to solar energy, 

symbolizing peace in sustainability. 

The solar flame will inspire the local, 

regional, and global communities to 

take bold steps to reduce or halt 

greenhouse gas emissions and 

embrace this necessary evolution in 

thinking and action. 

 

Southern Oregon University is 

committed to climate leadership for 

higher education. SOU’s Climate 

Action Plan is a high-level plan that 

establishes its goals and milestones to 

achieve net zero emissions by 2040. 

The Ashland Culture of Peace 

Commission partners with SOU to 

transition the World Peace Flame from 

burning biomass oil to being solar-

powered, achieving zero emission. We 

also thank our sponsor Architects of 

the New Paradigm, a project of RVML 

Community Resource Center, 

Ashland, OR. 

 

On April 19, 2024, at 5:30 pm, please 

join us, and speakers SOU President 

Rick Bailey and Mayor Tonya Graham, 

to celebrate Earth Day and observe the 

first solar-powered World Peace Flame 

at the Thalden Pavilion to unite all 

humanity for peace and renewal. 

  

Irene Kai 

Co-Founder, Ashland Culture of Peace 

Commission 

Ashland Culture of Peace Commission 

 

THE GREAT INVOCATION 
 
From the point of Light within the 
Mind of God    
Let light stream forth into human 
minds. 
 Let Light descend on Earth. 
 
From the point of Love within the 
Heart of God  
 Let love stream forth into human 
hearts.  
 May the Coming One return to Earth. 
 
From the centre where the Will of God 
is known  
Let purpose guide all little human 
wills  
The purpose which the Masters know 
and serve. 
 
From the centre which we call the 
human race  
Let the Plan of Love and Light work 
out  
 And may it seal the door where evil 
dwells. 
 
Let Light and Love and Power restore 
the plan on Earth. 

https://www.ashlandcpc.org/

